
 
 

 

The Work of the Cross 

 
What is the Christian Teaching of the work of the Cross?  It is different than any other religion and so encapsulates the 
foundation of Christian doctrine.   
*Quiz- 
 
Mark 15: 21- 32 

21 And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, the father of Alexander 
and Rufus, to carry his cross. 22 And they brought him to the place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull). 
23 And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. 24 And they crucified him and divided his 
garments among them, casting lots for them, to decide what each should take. 25 And it was the third hour [4] when 
they crucified him. 26 And the inscription of the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27 And with him 
they crucified two robbers, one on his right and one on his left. [5] 29 And those who passed by derided him, wagging 
their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, 30 save yourself, and 
come down from the cross!” 31 So also the chief priests with the scribes mocked him to one another, saying, “He 
saved others; he cannot save himself. 32 Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we 
may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also reviled him. 

 
Martin Luther 

I labored and diligently and anxiously as to how to understand Paul’s word *in  
Romans 1:17], where he says that the righteousness of God is revealed in the  
gospel.  I sought long and knocked anxiously for the expression “the righteousness  
of God” blocked the way, because I took it to mean that righteousness whereby  
God is righteous and deals righteously in punishing the unrighteous. My situation  
was that, although an impeccable monk, I stood before God as a sinner troubled in  
conscience, and I had no confidence that my merit would assuage him. Therefore I  
did not love a righteous and angry God, but rather hated and murmured against him.  
Yet I clung to the dear Paul and had a great yearning to know what he meant.  
…Then I grasped that the righteousness of God is that righteousness by which  
through grace and sheer mercy God justifies us by faith. Thereupon I felt myself to  
be reborn and to have gone through open doors into paradise… When I saw the  
difference, that law is one thing and gospel another, I broke through. And as I had  
formerly hated the expression “the righteousness of God”, I now began to regard it  
as my dearest and most comforting word.  So that this expression of Paul’s became  
to me in very truth a gate of paradise.  
…If you have a true faith that Christ is your Saviour, then at once you have a  
gracious God for faith leads you I and opens up God’s heart and will that you should  
see pure grace and overflowing love. This it is to behold God in faith that you  
should look upon his fatherly friendly heart, in which there is no anger nor  
ungraciousness. He who sees God as angry does not see him rightly but only looks  
upon a curtain, as if a dark cloud had been drawn across his face.  

 
It is the most simple of Christian teaching and it is the most sublime! 

 
-14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 15 We are even found to 
be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that 
the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 17 And if Christ has not 
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been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have 
perished. 19 If in Christ we have hope [2] in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 1 Cor 15:14-18 
 
23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 1 Cor 1:23-24 
 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by [1] him all things were created, in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were 
created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the 
head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 
preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. Col 1:15-20 
 
9 But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor 
because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. Heb 2:9 

 
‘The Center of the whole Bible’- Martin Luther 
*draw a diagram…..all of history looks forward, now all looks back and forward in reflection and anticipation…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Forward       Reflection  Anticipation 
 
 
Romans 3:21-26 

21 But now the 1) righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets 
bear witness to it—  
22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction:  
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 2) 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus,  
25 whom God put forward as a 3) propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.  
26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has 
faith in Jesus. 

 
 How do the law and prophets testify to it? 

 
-Genesis 3 
-Genesis 15:6- He believed the Lord and it was credited to him as righteousness…. 
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-Jeremiah 31:31-34- 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the Lord. 
33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my 
law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no 
longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin 
no more.” 

 
 
 
 

1) The Righteousness of God 
What does that word phrase mean here? 
 What does it mean to get “right” with a person or an institution or “right with the law?” 
 How can you make sense of God giving us his righteousness? 
 What are the different ways that we could obtain this status? 

The very word “right” tells us it is a legal standing.  
Imputed standing- 
 
To be “right” with a person or an institution is a legal standing in which you owe nothing, to have no liabilities or claims 
against you. To be “right with a law” is to be completely obedient to it, so it cannot charge you. So to be “right with God” 
would mean to be in a condition of complete obedience — to owe God nothing that he commands because you’ve 
fulfilled it all. Sum: Righteousness is a legal standing that is the result of perfect behavior. (Tim Keller- Epistle to the 
Romans Study pg. 47) 
 
-You can get a pretty good handle on “righteousness” by thinking of the English word — what does it mean to be “right” 
with your company or your government or with another person? It is a positional word — it means to have a good or 
“right standing,” to have no debts or liabilities toward the other party. It means that you are acceptable to the other 
party because your record has nothing on it to jeopardize your relationship. The other party has nothing against you, etc.  
The righteousness of God would mean the character of God as righteous, i.e. as perfectly holy and good, without any 
fault or blame. But Paul speaks of a righteousness from God. This is an unparalleled claim (as the word revealed shows — 
no one would ever know of it or find it or guess it unless God showed it through his word). It means this “right standing” 
with God is something that can be received from God. It means that an intact righteous standing is received from God 
when we believe in all he has done for us. It is quite important to realize how much more is being promised here than 
mere forgiveness.  

1. Many people think Jesus died merely to forgive us. Our sins were laid on him, and when we believe in him, we are 
pardoned. That is true, but that is only half of Christian salvation. If that were all he did, we would then receive a new 
“wiped clean” slate.  
2. But here Paul tells us that we are not just declared “not guilty” but “perfectly righteous.” (Tim Keller- Epistle to the 
Romans Study pg. 4) 

 
 

2) Redemption 
 What does redemption mean? 



 
 

 

-We don’t use this word much……Slave trade term- used during the time to redeem a person out of a situation 
where identity had been transferred for a price. 
*Court Case example 
 
The purchase back of something that had been lost, by the payment of a ransom. The Greek word so rendered is 
_apolutrosis_, a word occurring nine times in Scripture, and always with the idea of a ransom or price paid, i.e., 
redemption by a lutron (see Matt. 20:28; Mark 10:45). There are instances in the LXX. Version of the Old Testament of 
the use of _lutron_ in man's relation to man (Lev. 19:20; 25:51; Ex. 21:30; Num. 35:31, 32; Isa. 45:13; Prov. 6:35), and in 
the same sense of man's relation to God (Num. 3:49; 18:15). 
There are many passages in the New Testament which represent Christ's sufferings under the idea of a ransom or price, 
and the result thereby secured is a purchase or redemption (comp. Acts 20:28; 1 Cor. 6:19, 20; Gal. 3:13; 4:4, 5; Eph. 1:7; 
Col. 1:14; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6; Titus 2:14; Heb. 9:12; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19; Rev. 5:9). The idea running through all these texts, however 
various their reference, is that of payment made for our redemption. The debt against us is not viewed as simply 
cancelled, but is fully paid. Christ's blood or life, which he surrendered for them, is the "ransom" by which the deliverance 
of his people from the servitude of sin and from its penal consequences is secured. It is the plain doctrine of Scripture that 
"Christ saves us neither by the mere exercise of power, nor by his doctrine, nor by his example, nor by the moral influence 
which he exerted, nor by any subjective influence on his people, whether natural or mystical, but as a satisfaction to 
divine justice, as an expiation for sin, and as a ransom from the curse and authority of the law, thus reconciling us to God 
by making it consistent with his perfection to exercise mercy toward sinners"  (Easton Bible Dictionary) 
 Why couldn’t God just forgive us? 

 

3) Propitiation 
 What does propitiation mean?  Someone take a stab? 
 Why did Jesus have to die? 

*Hilasterion- mercy seat that covered the ark of the covenant- High Priest sprinkled the blood over the mercy seat…. 
The pacifying or turning away of someone’s wrath- 
 
*Ancient times: -“Prince Paris had carried off Princess Helen to Troy. The Greek expeditionary force had taken ship to 
recover her, but was held up half-way by persistent contrary winds. Agamemnon, the Greek general, sent home for his 
daughter and ceremonially slaughtered her as a sacrifice, to mollify the evidently hostile gods. The move paid off; west 
winds blew again, and the fleet reached Troy without further difficulty… One might expect, therefore, that there would 
be no place for the idea of propitiation in Biblical religion. But we don’t find this at all: just the opposite. The idea of 
propitiation — that is, of averting God’s anger by an offering — runs right through the Bible. In the Old Testament, it 
underlies the prescribed rituals of the sin-offering… In the New Testament, the ‘propitiation’ word group appears… in 
Romans 3:21-26, Hebrews 2:17, I John 2:1, and I John 4:8-10… *But+ in paganism, man propitiates his gods, and religion 
becomes a form of commercialism and, indeed, of bribery. In Christianity, however, God propitiates His wrath by his own 
action. God presented him as a propitiation…” – J.I. Packer 
 
*That by which God is rendered propitious, i.e., by which it becomes consistent with his character and government to 
pardon and bless the sinner. 
 
The propitiation does not procure his love or make him loving; it only renders it consistent for him to exercise his love 
towards sinners. In Rom. 3:25 and Heb. 9:5 (A.V., "mercy-seat") the Greek word _hilasterion_ is used. It is the word 
employed by the LXX. translators in Ex. 25:17 and elsewhere as the equivalent for the Hebrew _kapporeth_, which means 
"covering," and is used of the lid of the ark of the covenant (Ex. 25:21; 30:6). This Greek word (hilasterion) came to 
denote not only the mercy-seat or lid of the ark, but also propitiation or reconciliation by blood. On the great day of 



 
 

 

atonement the high priest carried the blood of the sacrifice he offered for all the people within the veil and sprinkled with 
it the "mercy-seat," and so made propitiation. In 1 John 2:2; 4:10, Christ is called the "propitiation for our sins." Here a 
different Greek word is used (hilasmos). Christ is "the propitiation," because by his becoming our substitute and assuming 
our obligations he expiated our guilt, covered it, by the vicarious punishment which he endured. (Easton Bible Dictionary) 
 
EXPIATION- ( RSV, NEV) Guilt is said to be expiated when it is visited with punishment falling on a substitute. Expiation is 
made for our sins when they are punished not in ourselves but in another who consents to stand in our room. It is that by 
which reconciliation is effected. Sin is thus said to be "covered" by vicarious satisfaction. The cover or lid of the ark is 
termed in the LXX. hilasterion, that which covered or shut out the claims and demands of the law against the sins of 
God's people, whereby he became "propitious" to them. The idea of vicarious expiation runs through the whole Old 
Testament system of sacrifices. 
 
SACRIFICE OF ATONEMENT- (NIV)  “God presented him as a…….” 

 
*Mark 15:33-39 


