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Creation, Fall, Redemption, Restoration

Intro:

-What are people’s objections to Jesus today?

-l am a Christian, do you want to be a Christian? Why would | want to be a.....!1?20 years ago, if someone did not believe in the
message that you present about God, the God they would be rejecting was the same God you were talking about. -They were
rejecting a Baptist God or a Presbyterian God. Today you have to start much farther back. ‘God created you to know him
personally...”! What god...goddess for that matter!?

-5 years ago in the Pit....Student did not believe that what Hitler did was wrong.

-You have 5 minutes and you are asked what you believe about all reality....what do you say? If you had to share the full message of
‘The Gospel”, what would you share? What is the full message of the Bible in short?

In our Biblically illiterate culture, we must explain the fuller story in order to help people see the integrity, rationality and beauty of
the Gospel. It answers all the questions of real reality.

-Many have used the following 4 movements of the Biblical structure to do just that.

World View: The comprehensive framework of one’s basic beliefs about things

Framework: They form a pattern, they are held together, they are consistent over time and place
Basic Beliefs: Things that really matter, do we survive death, is there absolute truth

Beliefs: Committed belief, not just opinions, beliefs really affect what you do

Things: world, human life, reality, meaning of suffering, metaphysics, education, morality

-Who has a world-view? Everyone, though they may not be able to articulate it... Itis a compass, a guide to life, a roadmap.
-What | want to propose today is that all worldviews fall into the following pattern to some degree. The Biblical model does not just
hold when applied to Christian truth, but it holds when applied to any world-view.

1. Creation

Two types of creation:
1. Making of the World, Creating activity (Creation)- This is what we think of when we think of creation. God’s creative activity
of making the world...

2. Created order, Providence (Law)- This is harder for us to grasp but must be understood if we are to have a correct view of the
Biblical model. Not only did God create the shell...the earth, but he created norms of structures that cause the earth to function
properly.
*House- Heat, Air, Wiring

Justice

Good/Bad Art

Organization of Society

Personal Relationships

Marriage
God’s ordinances are over EVERYTHING and he has a plan and design for all things. That is part of creation.
Western World- In the Western world, laws of nature are given, but the Christian worldview holds that God has laws/norms for
all of life, behavior, relationships, governance, art, etc.

Psalm 147: 15-20

15 He sends out his command to the earth;
his word runs swiftly.

16 He gives snow like wool;

he scatters hoarfrost like ashes.
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17 He hurls down his crystals of ice like crumbs;
who can stand before his cold?

18 He sends out his word, and melts them;

he makes his wind blow and the waters flow.
19 He declares his word to Jacob,

his statutes and rules [3] to Israel.

20 He has not dealt thus with any other nation;
they do not know his rules. [4]

Praise the Lord!

Col 1:16-17
16 For by [6] him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

-Both creation and sustaining of creation are mentioned throughout the Bible. This is the Christian worldview of creation. Therefore
all of creation is ordained by God. There are right and wrong ways of doing things. There is nothing in human reality that does not
belong to the created order.

-Therefore all norms of creation are both private and public. All things are created ‘Good’ and there are right ways of doing things:
-In a culture of ‘choices’ and ‘values’ the Biblical worldview interjects and says they are more than values, they are God’s ordained
structure.

Cultural Mandate Genesis 1:28
28And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fr uithef ul
fish of the seaandovert he birds of the heavens and over every living t
-God has left us to be a part of the development of creation. All was created good, but that does not leave it static. There is
growth to come about. In Genesis there is a garden, in Revelation a city! There is something wrong if a newborn child remains
in infancy.

2. Fall

The affects of sin touch ALL of creation. No created thing unaffected by the fall. All was created good, but all is now tainted.
Creation- Tsunamis, Earthquakes

Created Order- Societal structures- state or family, cultural pursuits- technology, sexuality, eating, Health- mental disorders, cancer

Romans 8:22
22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now.

Structure- This is anchored in the creative order. Structure is not fallen
Direction- This is tainted and now the trajectory of life’s structures are maligned. Anything in life can be directed towards or away
from God.

So sin does not make creation itself bad, just its trajectory- Prostitution does not make sex bad, Political abuse does not make the
possibility of good governance obsolete

*Worship always exists, but the question is which direction?

-Because only the direction is tainted, there is hope for restoration and we are to still be a part of interacting with the goodness of
created order......

3. Redemption

Romans 5:1

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God.

There is hope! Because the created order was created good and the direction is what has fallen, there can be Redemption and

Restoration!


http://www.gnpcb.org/esv/search/?q=psalm+147#f3
http://www.gnpcb.org/esv/search/?q=psalm+147#f4
http://www.gnpcb.org/esv/search/?q=col+1#f6

Redemption by Jesus Christ is ‘Cosmic’ in its scope. It restores the whole of creation. It ‘re’stores, it does not add anything new...but

brings back to the original state.

Col 1:20
20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

‘Soteria’ (salvation)- means health or security after sickness or danger
*Read page 71- Creation Regained

Why is this good news? There are no 2" rate callings.... It is what you do with your calling, the trajectory, not the job itself.

4. Restoration

The coming of the ‘kingdom’- ‘Basileia’- kingship- the story of restoration is the story of the return of the king- LOTR

Jesus’ life and miracles were a demonstration of the restoration coming. Thethemeofa | r eady ' I n isseenins t ’
tension through faith. That is what the Gospels are about.

Matthew 28: 18-20 now the coming of the kingdom is left for Jesus’ followers till the culmination and final restoration of all.

*Buddhism
*Marxism

Education TT pg. 128
Family TT pg. 130
Marxism TT pg. 134

Freedom (Today’s cultural value)
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